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Kitching, W.; Glenn, M., Science of Synthesis, (2004) 3, 180.
Carbon monoxide is a valuable C1 source and its linking to organic groups attached to mercury is achieved using palladium and rhodium catalysts, as unassisted carbonylation requires high pressures and temperatures and it is not synthetically efficient. The catalysts appears to operate by forming organic derivatives by group transfer from mercury,[272] which experience “CO insertion”, and the aryl derivative may form products dependent on conditions, particularly solvent. The considerable background to this area has been reviewed.[141,268] As many of the reports describing carbonylation of organomercury(II) compounds include vinyl as well as aryl derivatives, reactions of the latter are discussed here.
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