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Jonczyk, A.; Kowalkowska, A., Science of Synthesis, (2006) 8, 1142.
Aliphatic nitriles, including acetonitrile, can be deprotonated or alkylated by using sodium amide.[9–11] Nitriles possessing more than one acidic hydrogen are susceptible to polyalkylation,[9–12] particularly when the introduced group increases the acidity of the product.[13] Acetonitrile and other aliphatic nitriles can be exhaustively alkylated by treatment with an excess of sodium amide and an alkylating reagent.[9–11] Sodium amide can also be used in the alkylation of aliphatic N,N-dimethylcarboxamides or N-methylpyrrolidin-2-one.[14]
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