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Subramanian, L. R., Science of Synthesis, (2004) 19, 180.
This method for the preparation of aryl cyanides was first reported in 1919[32,33] and is known as the Rosenmund–von Braun reaction. This is an important and useful method for the preparation of aromatic cyanides[34] and is usually carried out at elevated temperatures in nonpolar aprotic solvents, and thus has some limitations. The workup procedure is not simple, requiring the oxidation of copper(I) to copper(II) due to the complexation of aromatic cyanides with the copper(I) salt present in the reaction solution. Notwithstanding this fact, the Rosenmund–von Braun reaction is the method of choice for the preparation of phthalonitriles requiring the replacement of two halogen atoms and, except for one example based on bis(trifluoromethanesulfonates), there is no known alternative.
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