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Subramanian, L. R., Science of Synthesis, (2004) 19, 221.
The classical preparation of nitriles from aromatic amines is the Sandmeyer reaction.[18–20] Cyanation in this reaction is carried out with copper(I) cyanide, and although academically interesting, it is not a very practical method for obtaining aryl nitriles due to low to moderate yields. Complex cyanides have been used instead of copper(I) cyanide for cyanation to obtain better yields. Thus, in the synthesis of 4-halo-substituted 3-(trifluoromethyl)benzonitriles [bookmark: xlsu]22, cuprous salts {e.g., Na3[Cu(CN)4] and K3[Cu(CN)4]} are effective in the Sandmeyer reaction of amines [bookmark: xlsu]21 (Scheme 9).[21] Nitriles [bookmark: xlsu]22 are volatile but can be purified by sublimation.
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