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Hydroesterification of alkenes (Scheme 2), sometimes also called “alkoxycarbonylation” or “hydroalkoxycarbonylation”, is a reaction of great industrial importance, and, owing to major improvements in procedures, is of interest from a synthetic point of view. A large number of reviews as well as book chapters dealing with various aspects (mechanism, catalysts, effects of temperature, pressure, etc.) of the Reppe carbonylation have been published. Much valuable information can be found in these publications.[6–8] Concerning the catalysts used in the reaction, a wide variety of metals and ligands can be employed and only the most significant ones are reported in this section.
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