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Cox, L. R., Science of Synthesis, (2008) 36, 108.
A wide range of reagents and reaction systems has been shown to reduce aldehydes (and ketones) to alkanols through single-electron-transfer mechanisms, although dimerization of the radical intermediate, to provide pinacol products, can be a particular problem for aldehyde substrates, and is often difficult to prevent. This section describes some of the more successful reduction methods in this class for aldehydes; for a more comprehensive discussion of these methods, the reader should refer to the section on ketone reduction, where these approaches are generally far more successful (see Section 36.1.2.2.1.9).
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